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Pub  i  nek  lei  it  investigated 


by  Eric  Hellweg 
Strobe  staff 

An  altercation  occurred  at  the 
FSC  pub  on  Friday,  October  2,  in 
which  three  people  were  stabbed 
and  two  were  hit  with  bottles. 
Two  of  the  people  injured  were 
Fitchburg  State  students.  All  five 
were  treated  and  released  at 
Burbank  hospital. 

The  incident  took  place  at  a 
Pack  the  Pub  dance  sponsored  by 
the  Iota  Phi  Theta  fraternity.  The 
dance  was  an  18  plus  event. 

To  ensure  the  legality  of  all  the 
patrons,  the  Iotas  established  an 
organizedcheckpointsystem  that 
was  present  at  the  door  atall  times. 

According  to  Iota  Phi  Theta 
president  Fabian  Williams,  there 
were  eleven  fraternity  members 
fromFSCat  the  danceatall  times. 
Six  of  these  members  were  work- 
ing security,  maintaining  control. 
There  were  three  stations  through 
which  all  potential  patrons  had  to 
pass  in  order  to  gain  admittance  to 
the  dance. 

The  first  checkpoint  was  a  fra- 
ternity member,  checking  to  see  if 
the  patron  wasonaguestlistsetup 
by  the  Iotas.  Due  to  the  nature  of 
their  organization,  the  Iotas  often 
invite  members  of  their  fraternity 
from  surrounding  colleges  to  their 
functions.  Pack  the  Pub  policy 
allows  for  this,  provided  that  all 
guests  from  other  colleges  can 
present  college  ID's  from  their 
respectivecampuses.  If  the  guests 
do  not  have  college  ID' s,  then  the 
guest  policy  returns  to  that  of  any 
other  pub  night,  which  is  one 
guest  per  student  Pub  policy  also 
states  that  "No  one  should  be  ad- 
mitted if  the...sponsoring 
organization...is  unwilling  to  ac- 
cept full  responsibility  for  behav- 
ior of  their  guest(s)."  This  first 
checkpoint  also  made  sure  that 
the  potential  patrons  were  at  least 
18  years  old. 

The  second  checkpoint  was  a 
campus  center  worker,  who 


checked  to  see  if  the  person  was  2 1 
or  over.  If  the  person  was,  he/she 
was  given  a  bracelet  and  a  stamp, 
signifying  that  they  would  be  al- 
lowed to  drink. 

The  third  and  final  checkpoint 
was  another  Iota  Phi  Theta  mem- 
ber who  stood  as  security,  if  there 
were  any  problems  with  people 
trying  togetin.This  third  postalso 
conducted  low  impact  searches  of 
potential  patrons,  searching  bags 
and  opening  jackets. 

Williams  estimated  that  there 
were  approximately  12  people 
turned  away  from  die  door  that 
night,  for  reasons  ranging  from 
false  ID's  to  displaying  a  negative 
attitude.  He  claims  that  there  were 
no  significant  problems  maintain- 
ing the  door.  The  campus  center 
workers  interviewed  collaborated 
with  that 

The  admittance  procedure  in- 
corporated by  the  Iota  Phi  Thetas 
in  conjunction  with  the  campus 
center  workers  is  in  accordance 
willi  Pack  the  Pub  rules.  Wliat  is 
not  in  accordance  with  Pack  the 
Pub  rules  is  aclause  which  states  in 
part  "If  off  campus  guests  are 
invited  you  must  hire  Campus 
Police  for  the  duration  of  the 
event."  Ambiguities  in  the  Cam- 
pus Police  procedural  sheet  how- 
ever, allow  for  exceptions  to  this 
rule. 

Another  clause  in  the  Pack  the 
Pubguidelines  states  that  Campus 
Police  must  be  used  if  a  capacity 
crowd  is  anticipated.  Neither  Wil- 
liams nor  Reb  Rebillard,  director 
of  the  cainpuscenler,  anticipated  a 
capacity  crowd  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. However,  a  promotion  ad- 
vertising free  admission  in  the  first 
half  hour  to  women  wearing 
shorts  combined  with  a  lack  of  off 
campus  activities  led  to  a  near 
capacity  crowd  turn  out. 

Pam  Thomas,  a  campus  center 
worker  who  worked  behind  the 
bar,  as  a  member  of  the  wait  staff, 
and  as  a  checkpoint  person  stated 
that  the  night  went  pretty  well  and 


smoothly.  She  was  hassled  a  few 
times  about  serving  people  and 
telling  others  they  couldn't  be 
served  at  the  bar,  that  the  drinks 
had  to  be  brought  to  them.  She 
attributes  these  problems  to  alco- 
hol, and  said  that  they  were  nor- 
mal problems  for  a  crowd  of  that 
size. 

Jean  Arsenault  head  bar- 
tender,  concurs  with  1  nomas' s 
observations.  She  added  that 
"The  wait  staff  did  an  excellent 
job,  and  the  Iotas  did  an  excellent 
job  getting  everyone  out  of  the 
pub." 

Everyone  was  asked  to  leave 
the  pub  at  around  12:30  AM, 
when  a  scuffle  broke  out  on  die 
dance  floor  involving  two  people, 
one  of  which,  according  to  Wil- 
liams, was  a  student 

The  fight  was  broken  up 
promptly,  and  Williams  himself 
shut  off  the  music  and  turned  on 
the  lights  immediately.  He  then 
got  on  the  microphone  and  an- 
nounced that  the  party  was  over 
and  that  everyone  had  to  leave. 

According  to  Williams,  the 
fraternity  was  prepared  for  the 
event  of  a  rushed  exit,  and  liad 
already  set  up  apian  to  efficiently 
andquickly  ushereveryoneoutof 
the  pub  and  the  building.  This 
plan  called  for  one  manber  usher- 
ing'inside,  one  at  die  door  to  the 
pub,  and  one  out  in  die  commuter 
cafeteria,  corralling  everyone 
dirough  the  exit  directly  adjacent 
to  die  pub  entrance. 

Once  the  end  of  the  party  was 
announced,  the  pub  staff  went  to 
die  entrance  of  the  pub  to  make 
sure  that  none  of  the  patrons  were 
leaving  widi  botUes  or  mugs  in 
dieir  hands.  There  diey  encoun- 
tered some  difficulties  from  absti- 
nent people  not  wishing  togi  ve  up 
their  drinks.  Most  people  leaving 
were  compliant,  according  to 
Thomas 

Once  in  die  commuter  cafete- 
ria, the  crowd  got  a  little  unruly, 
and  that  is  where  die  first  bottle 


Still  no  arrests  from  bomb  scare 


by  Brian  Flaherty 
Contributing  writer 

A  pipe  bomb  was  discovered 
on  The  Fitchburg  State  College 
campus  by  Dale  Robertson,  a 
groundskeeper  employed  by  the 
college. 

On  Monday,  August  17  at 
7:15am,  Robertson  stumbled 
upon  die  bomb  while  cleaning 
outside  the  library' s  loading  dock 
with  fellow  worker  Steve 
McGloughlin. 

"We  were  picking  up  die 
grounds  and  happened  to  look 
over  diere,"  said  Robertson.  He 
quickly  went  to  get  the  Campus 
Police  while  McGlaughlin 
stayed  to  watch  die  bomb.  When 
Robertson  informed  the  campus 
police  about  the  bomb,  they  in 
turn  called  the  Fitchburg  Police 
and  the  bomb  squad  at  Fort 
Devens. 


The  bomb  was  an  elbow 
shaped  pipe  with  two  tightly 
squeezedplugsinbothends.  Indie 
center  of  die  pipe  was  a  fuse,  burnt 
almost  completely  down  to  die 
drilled  hole,  but  not  yet  inside  die 
pipe.  Police  believe  the  bomb  did 
not  initially  explode  because  of 
the  rain  the  night  before. 

When  die  Fort  Devens  bomb 
squad  arrived  they  placed  a  rifle 
shell  next  to  the  bomb  and  tried  to 
set  off  the  shell  widi  an  electronic 
device  designed  to  detonate  die 
bomb.  They  covered  bodi  die 
bomb  and  detonation  device  widi 
flak  jackets. 

The  first  detonation  attempt  did 
not  succeed;  however,  on  the  sec- 
ond try  the  pipe  broke  open.  The 
explosion  from  the  bomb  put 
small  dent  in  the  loading  dock 
door  and  a  5"  gash  on  the  cement 
driveway. 

The  big  question  here  is  why , 


why  Fitchburg?  Officer  Melrose 
of  the  Campus  police  said  "Alter 
speaking  widi  Fitchburg  police 
and  other  law  enforcement  agen- 
cies, we've  concluded  dial  this  is 
an  isolated  incident  not  directed  at 
Fitchburg  State,"  said  Officer  Bill 
Mayrose  of  die  Campus  Police. 
"After  all,  diere  were  no  direals  to 
the  school,  class  was  not  in  ses- 
sion, no  hate  mail  from  a  failed  out 
ex-student  seeking  revenge.  The 
only  faculty  here  on  campus  had 
yet  to  arrive,  and  when  diey  did, 
they  were  denied  access  until  die 
scare  was  over. " 

Hie  police  say  diey  have  sev- 
eral leads,  but  have  made  no  ar- 
rests. The  police  believe  die 
criminal(s)  chose  the  college 
knowing  that  an  incident  like  tliis 
would  be  highly  publicized. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #1, 
September  30, 1992 


was  thrown. 

"Once  people  see  blood, 
people  panic,"  said  Williams. 

The  crowd  that  was  originally 
supposed  to  have  exiled  through 
the  door  across  the  hall  from  the 
pub  then  split  up,  with  some  head- 
ing up  die  stairs  into  G-Lobby. 

Williams  was  still  in  the  pub  at 
this  point,  making  sure  thatdie  last 
of  the  guests  had  left  When  he 
headed  outside  to  check  on  the 
crowd  campus  police  and  the 
ambulances  had  already  arrived. 
Witnesses  that  Williams  has 
talked  to  seem  to  paint  the  picture 
of  a  lone  stabber  dieory;  one  per- 
son with  a  knife  who  they  believe 
acted  randomly  in  his  choice  of 
victims.  According  to  Williams, 
the  first  person  to  getstabbed  was 
a  person  who  had  helped  to  break 
up  the  fight,  aid  die  second  per- 
son stabbed didn'teven know  die 
first  victim.  He  could  find  no  cor- 
relation between  the  two.  No  one 
Williams  knows  saw  die  assail- 
ant 

Williams  added  "Everyone's 
looking  for  someone  to  blame.  I 
can  only  blame  the  individuals 
involved  in  die  stabbing.  Campus 
police  did  a  good  job  in  dealing 
widi  the  situation." 

Officer  Bill  Mayrose  of  Cam- 
pus police  stated  that  they  are  in 
the  process  of  interviewing 
people  who  were  on  the  guest  list 
and  sign  in  sheets  for  possible 
clues  as  to  a  motive  and  a  suspect 
for  theattack  Hesaiditappearsto 
be  an  isolated  incident  with  no 
evidence  of  gang  activity. 
"Enough  people  were  diere, "  he 
said,  "hopefully  one  wiU  come 
forward.  There's  a  bond  between 
students  that  we're  willing  to  ac- 
cept but  sometimes  you  have  to 
put  that  bond  aside,  and  come 
forward  in  situations  as  serious  as 
this  one."  As  of  press  time,  diere 
were  no  suspects  or  arrests. 

Motives  for  the  attack  are  hazy 
and  varied,  with  no  singular 
theme  or  idea  Alcohol,  usually 


the  scapegoat  doesn't  appear  to 
have  been  a  factor  in  this  case. 
The  sign  in  sheets  list  that  there 
were93peopleover21  in  the  pub 
that  night  and  there  were  173 
beers  sold.  That  averages  out  to 
approximately  1.86  beers  each. 
Certainly  not  enough  to  provoke 
an  attack  such  as  this  on  intoxica- 
tion alone. 

The  issue  of  patrons  bringing 
in  their  own  beers,  as  was  initially 
and  erroneously  reported  in  The 
Strobe  has  been  proved  false  by 
accounts  of  numerous  workers 
and  patrons  who  came  to  see  this 
reporter  and  give  their  observa- 
tions. 

Reb  Rebillard  stated  that  as  a 
result  of  this  incident  the  pub's 
guest  policy  was  being  reviewed, 
and  thatcertain  ambiguities  in  the 
policy  guidelines  were  being 
cleared  up,  so  as  to  minimize  the 
confusion  regarding  campus  se- 
curity regulations. 

He  said  that  security  will  be 
increased  around  the  pub  for 
awhile,  and  that  it  was  too  early  to 
determine  if  any  serious  changes, 
i.e.  die  closing  of  the  pub  would 
result  from  die  violence.  He  also 
proposed  the  question  of  how  to 
prevent  uninvited  guests  from 
getting  on  campus.  He  cited  the 
fairly  lax  security  measures,  and 
welcomed  comments  from  die 
student  body  as  to  their  opinion 
on  how  to  deal  with  die  problem. 

Fabian  Williams,  president  of 
the  Iota  Phi  Theta  fraternity 
summed  up  the  situation  this 
way:  "The  whole  incident  di- 
vides a  school  population.  We 
can't  just  look  at  die  negatives.  It 
would  be  better  for  students  to 
come  together  to  help  the  situa- 
tion insteadofmakingitworseby 
spreading  rumors." 

"We  must  Increase  the 
peace." 


This  article  Is  from  Issue  #3, 
October  14, 1992 


CAMPUS  NEWS  QUOTE  OF  THE  YEAR 

If  rape  is  going  to  stop,  each  man  has  to  look   at  his  own  behavior." 

Joseph  Weinberg 


Masspirg  mock  election  results 

The  results  are  in  in  the  mock  Presidential  primary 
election  held  by  MASSPIRG 

A  total  of  67  people  voted,  choosing  from  a  list  of 
Republican,  Democratic,  and  Independent  candidates  as 
they  will  appear  on  the  ballot  in  Massachusetts. 

The  results  were  as  follows: 


Paul  Tsongas 

16 

Bill  Clinton 

14 

George  Bush 

13 

Jerry  Brown 

7 

Pat  Buchanan 

5 

Bob  Kerry 

2 

Ralph  Nader 

2 

David  Duke 

2 

Michael  Levinson 

2 

Tom  Harkin 

1 

J.  Quinn  Brisben 

1 

Earl  F.  Dodge 

1 

Col.  James  "Bo"  Brite 

1 

Earl  F.Dodge 

1 
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Aids  Awareness  Day  took  place  in  G-Lobby  on  October  15, 1992.  The  program  was  designed  to  inform  sluden  ts 

of  the  dangers  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
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"Poetic  Interpretations  on  Canvas",  a  landscape  painting  exhibit  by  artist  Harel  Kedem  was  shown  at  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  Art  Gallery  early  in  December  of  1992. 

Off  campus  cellar  parties  pose  health  risk 


by  Tim  Brooks 
Strobe  staff 

Deputy  Fire  Chief  Frederick 
L.  Buck  and  Deputy  Fire  Chief 
James  J.  Belliveau  came  across 
some  alarming  similarities  be- 
tween college  keg  parties  and  a 
fire  that  killed  87  people. 

The  disaster,  which  took  place 
in  March  1990  at  the  Happy  Land 
Social  Club  in  New  York  City, 
has  all  too  many  resemblances  to 
Fitchburg  State  keg  parties. 

The  social  club  measured  22 
feet  wide  by  58  feet  long.  Some 
anonymous  off-campus  students 
admitted  that  their  basements  are 
roughly  the  same  size,  if  not 
smaller. 

The  same  students  also  admit- 
ted that  on  a  good  night  approxi- 
mately 100-150  students  attend 
basement  keg  parties.     The 


Happy  Land  Social  Club  had  two 
exits  for  escape;  most  keg  parties 
have  only  one. 

Also,  the  club  was  equipped 
with  a  functioning  sprinkler  sys- 
tem. Most  basement  keg  parties 
do  not  have  this  asset;  in  fact,  most 
keg  parties  have  additional  fire 
hazards. 

'There  is  a  disaster  waiting  to 
happen,"  said  Buck,  referring  to 
the  hazards  discovered  after  police 
have  broken  up  keg  parties.  Atone 
such  party,  police  found  two  open 
space  healers  that,  upon  contact 
willi  alcohol,  could  have  easily 
started  a  lire. 

Buck  stresses  that  police  are  not 
trying  to  scare  students  away  from 
keg  parties,  but  to  notify  students 
of  the  danger  involved  if  a  fire 
breaks  out  Students  must  be 
aware  of  the  situation  they  place 
themselves  in  by  attending  these 


parlies.  Partygoersmust  also  real- 
ize that  the  individuals  running 
these  keg  parties  are  not  interested 
in  die  students'  interests.  They  are 
interested  in  making  money. 

Police  admit  they  can  only  do 
so  much  tostop  keg  parties.  By  the 
time  they  break  upaparty  ,mostof 
the  participants  are  already  in- 
toxicated. Police  do,  however, 
want  students  to  be  aware  of  the 
threats  to  their  safety.  People  do 
not  realize  the  strong  possibility 
of  a  disaster  taking  place. 

"Education  is  going  to 
save  people's  lives,"  said  Buck. 
"You  can  easily  imagine  the  situ- 
ation occurring,  especially  where 
drinking  is  involved." 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #3, 
Febuary  26, 1992 


ESCstudentsassauKedatdub 


by  Dan  McDennott 
Strobe  stiff 

A  fracas  reported  at  Club  Bos- 
ton on  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
April  11  involved  several  FSC 
students,  including  the  campus 
bands  Beyond  Id  and  die 
Ropefanners,  who  were  perform- 
ing that  night 

According  to  Fitchburg  Police 
Department,  eight  people  re- 
ported assaults  to  police  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  including  mem- 
bers of  Beyond  Id  and  acquain- 
tances who  attended  the  concert 
Members  of  the  band  were  in- 
jured when  they  were  thrown  out 
of  the  club,  and  students  were 
injured  in  scuffles  that  erupted  in 
the  Club  Boston  parking  lot  on 
Summer  Street  in  Fitchburg. 

Representatives  of  Club  Bos- 


ton claim  that  Beyond  Id  was  not 
following  the  details  of  (lie  con- 
tract. The  band  received  a  number 
of  written  warnings  urging  them  to 
quiet  down. 

"The  music  wasn't  any  louder 
than  when  we  play  in  our  base- 
ment," saidJacques  Lambert,  lead 
singer  for  Beyond  Id.  "I  don't 
recall  anything  in  our  contract  re- 
garding noise  levels." 

The  written  warnings  led  to  a 
verbal  disagreement  between 
Lambert  and  club  owner  Frank 
Tramontozzi.  Lambert  was  then 
ejected  from  the  club,  and  band 
members  were  told  they  had  four 
minutes  to  pack  up  their  equip- 
ment and  leave  the  club. 

"We  were  just  about  finished 
packing  when  we  were  told  that 
our  time  was  up, "  said  Beyond  Id 
member  JohnHunt  The  restof  the 


band  was  then  ejected  from  the 
club,  prompting  scuffles  between 
students,  regular  patrons  of  Club 
Boston,  and  club  doonnen. 

No  police  arrived  during  the 
brawl,  and  no  officer  was  present 
at  the  club. 

'They  were  telling  us  to  get  out 
of  there  and  then  blocking  the  way 
so  we  couldn't'  leave,"  said  an 
FSC  student  at  the  melee  dial  fol- 
lowed. "They  were  kicking  and 
punching  students  as  they  were 
just  trying  to  go  home." 

Beyond  Id  reported  $2,000 
damages  to  their  equipment,  not 
including  equipment  still  in  the 
possession  of  Club  Boston.  The 
band  is  awaiting  further  legal  ac- 
tion. 
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FSC  Students,  Jodie  Silvaand  Cliristina  Re 

ed,have  been  working 

hard  to 

promote  the  installation  an  enclosed  wheelcliair  lift  to  improve  the  disabled 
students  access  to  the  Newman  Center.  Disabled  access  became  a  major 
issue  on  campus  last  year. 


Lois  Noguiera  broke  new  ground  at  the  Newman  Center  because  of  her 
appointment  as  the  Administrative  Director. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #9, 
April  22, 1992 


Recreation 
Center 
proposal 
rejected 


by  Danielle  Sullivan 
Staff  writer 

The  construction  of  the  recre- 
ation center  lias  been  put  on  hold 
by  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
Board  of  Trustees  because  of  the 
proposed  $200  tuition  increase  to 
students. 

The  center,  proposed  by  col- 
lege officials  in  October,  wastobe 
located  behind  the  McKay  cam- 
pus. Hie  center  could  have  of- 
fered students  all  (lie  benefits  of  a 
healtii  club  and  been  a  sight  for 
intramural  and  social  activities. 

The  center's  $7  million  con- 
struction  expense,  however, 
would  have  caused  a  $200  in- 
crease in  tuition  to  pay  tack  a 
bond  to  the  Massachusetts  Health 
Education  Finance  Authority. 

Dr.  Charles  Ratio,  Vice  Presi- 
dent for  Student  Affairs,  said  thai 
a  recent  survey  of  students  indi- 
cated that  half  of  them  wanted  the 
center  and  half  did  not  Appar- 
entiy,  many  students  who  might 


Dr.  Charles  Ratto 


not  benefit  from  the  center  before 
graduation  do  not  want  a  tuition 
increase  to  build  the  facility. 
Without  a  positive  student  re- 
sponse and  a  lack  of  slate  funding, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  lias  not 
approved  the  project. 

Ratto  feels  the  center  could 
have  contributed  greatiy  to  the 
quality  of  campus  life  and  created 
a  competitiveness  between  FSC 
and  other  state  schools  for  more 
applicants. 

Ratto  also  said  tliere  is  a  need 
for  an  updated  facility  to  meet  die 
needs  of  the  fiuiess  movement 
and  the  health  concerns  of  stu- 
dents. 

FSC  has  not  had  an  institu- 
tional project  funded  by  tlie  state 
since  1979,  and,  at  this  time,  die 
construction  of  the  center  will  be 
held  off  until  an  alternative 
method  of  funding  is  found. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #10, 
December  10,1992 
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Chisunka  directs  new  theatre  department 


SGA  relocates  office 


by  Kerry  Quealey 
Staff  reporter 

"You  really  don't  get  too  much 
exposure  to  the  people  when 
you're  down  in  the  back  corner  of 
the  building,"  said  Brian  Connell, 
president  of  Student  Government 
Association. 

For  the  past  few  months,  a 
committee  formed  by  President 
Mara  has  been  working  to  move 
the  SGA  office  from  the  basement 
of  the  Hammond  Building  up  to 
where  the  bank  used  to  be,  next 
door  to  the  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall. 

President  Mara  thought  the  va- 
cant area  was  poor  management 
space  for  a  student  center  and 
SGA  seemed  to  be  the  best  candi- 
date to  move  in.  The  final  decision 
to  move  was  approved  by  Mara 
last  semester,  yet  they  were  unable 
to  move  in  earlier  due  to  many 
unforeseen  delays. 

Being  upstairs  in  G-lobby,  stu- 
dents will  be  more  likely  to  be- 
come involved  and  pop  in  to  ask 
questions.  "It  is  to  get  more  expo- 
sure. We'll  be  more  available  and 
accessible  to  students,"  said 
Connell. 


Connell  hopes  that  along  with 
the  move  will  come  more  services 
to  the  student  body,  "the  students 
will  know  who  we  are  and  how  to 
use  us;  they  won't  have  to  follow  a 
treasure  map  to  find  us,"  said 
Connell. 

The  processes  of  SGA  will  ba- 
sically be  the  same  and  they  will 
still  use  the  same  equipment,  yet 
some  new  services  are  in  store  for 
the  student  body. 

A  ride  board  will  be  formed  for 
transportation  needs  of  the  stu- 
dents. They  can  drop  a  note  off  at 
the  SGA  office  saying  whether 
they  need  a  ride  home  or  can  pro- 
vide others  with  a  ride. 

Another  service  wiil  be  a  stu- 
dent bookswap.  SGA  will  monitor 
this  by  computer,  so  students  can 
buy  old  books  off  each  other  rather 
than  through  the  bookstore. 

There  will  be  a  suggestions  box 
where  the  automatic  tellermachine 
was.  This  way,  "SGA  will  be  able 
to  address  the  issues  brought  about 
by  students  as  they  come  in,  rather 
than  hearing  about  them  after  the 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #9, 
April  22, 1992 


Tips  for  campus  crime  prevention 


by  Dan  McDermott 
Strobe  staff 

While  there  is  no  way  to  be 
completely  safe  on  campus, 
there  are  measures  students 
can  take  to  minimize  the  threat 
of  crime.  Any  school  setting 
attracts  crime,  whether  it  be 
rural,  urban,  or  suburban,  and 
Fitchburg  State  College  is  no 
exception. 

Eighty  percent  of  campus 
crimes  involve  student  against 
student,  and  ninety-five 
percent  of  violent  crimes  on 
campus  are  related  to  drugs  or 
alcohol.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  not  all  thecrime 
on  campus  is  obvious;  a  lot  of 
low-level  crime  occurs  in  the 
residence  halls. 

Bill  Whitman,  director  of 
the  Campus  Safety  and 
Security  Institute,  offers  his 
advice  to  avoid  being 
victimized  by  campus  crime: 

-  Open  your  own  checking 
account,  preferably  at  a 
hometown  bank,  and  don't 
take  a  lot  of  cash  with  you  to 
school.  It's  not  a  good  idea  to 
have  a  large  amount  of  money 
inyour  room. 

-  Consult  with  your  roommate 
and  decide  who  will  provide 
common  items;  don't  double 
up  on  such  equipment  as 
stereos     and     televisions. 


Engrave  your  driver's  licence 
number  on  all  your  expensive 
belongings. 

-  Don't  take  valuable  jewelry 
with  you  to  school. 

-  Lock  your  door  even  if  you're 
just  going  down  the  hall  for  a 
mi  nute.  That  minute  can  add  up 
to  an  hour,  which  is  more  than 
enough  time  for  someone  to 
take  something  from  your 
room. 

-  Put  your  name  somewhere  in 
your  textbooks  other  than  the 
front  and  back;  Whitman 
suggests  an  insidepage  near  the 
spine.  Books  are  often  stolen  at 
the  library,  mailboxes,  or  even 
during  class. 

-  Don't  leave  valuables  out  in 
the  open 

-  If  you  go  out  at  night,  let 
someone  know  where  you  are 
going.  Use  the  escort  service 
and  don' t  go  anywhere  alone  at 
night 

-  Go  to  parties  with  a  group  of 
friends,  and  make  sure  you 
leave  with  the  same  group. 
Don't  get  into  a  situation  where 
you  are  vulnerable. 

-  Avoidalcohol.  Itisinvolvedin 
almost  every  date  rape,  and 
having  a  clear  head  will  help 
you  out  of  a  potentially 
dangerous  situation 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 


This  year,  FSC  has  offered  a 
Theatre  minor  in  the  English  De- 
partment, and  Chola  Chisunka, 
an  English  professor  who  teaches 
several  of  the  courses,  knows  all 
about  it 

"Professor  Erwin  Pally  and  I 
are  spear-heading  tliis  with  very 
firm  support  from  the  chair  of  (lie 
department,"  Chisunka  said.  "It 
has  been  a  feeling  amongst  the 
faculty  of  the  English  Depart- 
ment for  quite  some  time  that 
English  majors  should  be  ex- 
posed to  Drarna...if  not  drama  in 
literary  form,  than  drama  in  per- 
formance." 

Chisunka  said  that  he  was 
hired  to  open  up  a  theatre  pro- 
gram, including  multi-cultural 
education.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Syracuse  University,  which  he 
said  is  a  'breeding  ground'  for 
theatre  students  who  come  from 
all  over  the  country  tosludy  there. 
Chisunka  also  boasts  a  PhD  in 
English  education. 

Students  in  the  theatre  minor 
are  required  to  take  an  Introduc- 
tion to  Theatre  course,  which 
combines  the  study  of  popular 
plays  with  acting,  some  move- 
ment practice,  and  some  histori- 
cal aspects  of  the  theatre.  They  are 
also  required  to  take  a  Modem 
Drama  course. 

"We  are  also  offering  one 
course  in  acting  and  one  course  in 
theatre  directing.  This  way  we 
combine  the  literary  aspect  with 
the  perfonning  aspect,  which  is 
like  having  theory  and  practice 
working  together,"  Chisunka 
added.  , 

Chisunka  said  that  next  se- 
mester he  plans  to  put  on  a  pro- 


duction which  will  utilize  the 
McKay  campus  for  its  presenta- 
tion, and  the  main  campus  for 
rehearsals.  Chisunka  said  that  he 
intends  to  arrange  a  performance 
of  Moliere's  "The  Misantlirope", 
a  17th  century  French  play. 
Chisunka  hopes  to  have  the  pro- 
duction finished  by  the  second 
week  in  April. 

He  was  surprised  at  the  num- 
ber of  students  enrolled  in  the. 
Directing  the  Play  class  for  the 
spring  semester.  When  anticipat- 
ing an  outcome  of  ten  to  twelve 
students,  Chisunka  was  shocked 
to  observe  an  enrollment  of 
twenty^ 

"The  department  is  thrilled 


that  the  response  to  the  class  has 
been  so  positive,"  he  said.  "If 
drama  is  going  to  do  well  at 
Fitchburg  State,  men  studentsmust 
support  the  idea,  and  they  must  be 
willing  to  participate." 

Auditions  will  begin  right  away 
upon  the  beginning  of  the  spring 
semester.  Anyone  interested  in 
participating  in  the  spring  produc- 
tion of  "The  Misanthrope"  should 
contact  Professor  Chisunka  in  the 
English  department,  second  floor 
of  Miller  Hall. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #10, 
December  9, 1992 


Poignant  speaker  rallies  for  HIV  compassion 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #  1, 
September  30, 1992 


by  Karen  Tourigny 
Contributing  writer 

As  a  young,  good-looking 
young  man  walked  briskly  to- 
ward the  front  of  the  lecture  hall  to 
light  acandle,  a  sense  of  disbelief 
seemed  to  fill  the  air.  Could  this 
be  Michael  Querico,  the  HIV 
positive  keynote  speaker?  It  was, 
and  the  reality  of  the  HIV  epi- 
demic engulfed  the  room  with  his 
opening  statement.  He  was  light- 
ing the  candle  for  his  friend, 
Mario,  whodiedof  AIDS,  and  for 
all  his  other  friends  who  had  died 
from  this  horrible  microscopic 
virus.  This  symbolic  gesture 
would  grasp  the  attention  of  the 
students,  teachers  and  adminis- 
tration for  the  next  hour. 

Querico  began  his  lecture  by 
telling  the  audience  a  little  about 
his  background.  He  was  a  long 
distance  runner,  a  1988  graduate 
of  Assumption  College  in  Politi- 
cal Science  and  a  devout  Chris- 
tian. He  also  told  the  assembly 
that  he  is  currently  teaching 
classes  on  HIV  at  Worcester 
Academy.  He  also  stated  hon- 
estly that  he  had  experimented 


with  drugs  before  he  was  diag- 
nosed, and  that  he  was  gay. 
Querico  then  made  it  very  clear  to 
the  audience  that  he  caught  the 
virus  not  because  he  is  gay,  or 
because  he  used  drugs,  but  be- 
cause he  had  unsafe  sex  twice. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had 
participated  in  many  fundraisers 
for  the  HIV  virus,  and  had  spent  a 
large  amount  of  time  learning  as 
much  as  possible  about  the  virus. 
He  told  the  group  that  he  tested 
negative  the  first  time  he  was 
testedforHTV.  Quericodescribed 
in  detail,  his  experience  of  being 
tested  positive.  In 

preparing  to  run  a  marathon,  he 
caught  the  flu  and  so  went  to  his 
doctor's  and  decided  to  get  tested 
for  HIV  while  he  was  there. 
Querico  went  on  to  describe  his 
feelings  before  the  test  results 
were  in,  and  about  the  anxiety  he 
felt  when  thinking  of  the  two 
times  he  didnotuseacondom.  He 
then  told  the  audience  that  he  re- 
ceived a  phone  call  at  work  It  was 
his  doctor  to  say  he  tested  positive. 

Querico  related  to  the  assem- 
bly, his  anger  at  the  doctor  for  not 
telling  him  in  person,  and  how  he 


cried  for  hours.  He  feels  thaicrying 
is  not  a  sign  of  weakness,  but  of 
strength.  The  way  he  found  his 
strength  was  through  a  simple 
metaphor  that  compared  life  to  a 
race. 

Querico  told  the  audience  not  to 
feel  badforHIVpositivepeopleor 
pity  them,  but  to  lend  them  com- 
passion and  sympathy.  He  stated 
that  denial  is  one  of  the  major 
problems  with  HIV  patients  and 
their  families,  and  that  there  must 
be  more  communication  to  help 
these  peopledeal  with  their  disease 
or  the  disease  of  their  loved  ones. 

While  listening  to  a  song  from 
the  movie,  The  Mission,  he  asked 
the  audience  to  reflect  on  every- 
thing he  had  just  said.  Afterwards, 
he  answered  someof  theaudiences 
questions  as  completely  as  he 
could. 

Querico  told  die  onlookers  to 
visit  anyone  they  know  that  lias  lias 
AIDS.  Let  them  know  they  are  still" 
alive,  and  that  you  love  them. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #5, 
October  28, 1992 
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by  Eric  Hellweg 
Strobe  staff 

A  fellow  writer  who's  fairly  new 
here  at  FSC  commented  to  me  that 
the  violence  around  this  campus  is 
getting  out  of  control.  He  cited  the 
recent  injuries  at  a  keg  party  on 
Myrtle  (Mrytle  if  you  work  for  the 
Fitchburg  DPW),  the  almost 
weekly  assaults  on  college  kids  on 
the  weekends,  and  the  well  publi- 
cized Pub  Incident 

I  told  him  that,  yes,  the  violence 
had  increased  since  I  first  arrived 
way  back  in  '88.  But  also  that  the 
neighborhoods  around  here  are  no 
different,  and  in  many  ways,  are 
tamer  than  those  found  in  any  city 
across  the  country.  Allow  me  to  put 
myself  out  on  the  line  by  saying  that 
we're  somewhat  lucky  to  have  the 
neighborhoods  that  we  do. 

F  ve  always  had  a  love/hate  rela- 
tionship with  the  burg  of  Fitch.  The 
love  aspect  came  from  the  freedom, 
the  people,  and  the  seedy  underside 
of  the  city  that  exposed  itself  all 
around  us.  The  hate  aspect  was 
rooted  in  the  apathy  of  the  students 
and  die  very  real  crime  that  lias 
touched  me  personally  a  few  times. 
A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  travelled  to 
UMASS  to  visit  some  friends,  and 
on  the  way  back,  I  stopped  over  in 
idyllic  Hampshire  College  to  see 
some  more  people. 


While  I  was  there,  taking  in  the 
rural  camp-like  setting,  I  got  to  talk- 
ing to  a  student  I  was  comparing 
the  setting  of  Hampshire  to  that  of 
Fitchburg,  and  the  differences  of 
each.  I  mentioned  that  I  liked  the 
education  that  the  streets  were  giv- 
ing me,  and  he  paused  and  said:  "I 
respectthat  The  things  thatareeasy 
here  are  hard  outside,  and  the  things 
that  are  easy  outside  are  hard  in 
here." 

What  he  meant  was  this:  While 
itmightbe  easy  to  score  acidat  three 
o'clock  on  a  Tuesday  morning  at 
Hampshire,  relating  to  the  many 
different  types  and  classes  of 
people  that  exist  in  the  real  world, 
and  the  various  situations  that  will 
arise,  some  of  them  unpleasant  is 
hard  in  an  isolated  setting  such  as 
Hampshire. 

Here  at  Fitchburg,  however,  we 
are  receiving  an  education  all 
around  us.  I  went  to  high  school  in 
a  very  affluent  town  where  poverty 
was  looked  down  upon  tranen- 
dously.  Coming  to  Fitchburg  and 
living  on  Gage  Street  taught  me  not 
only  the  levels  to  which  poverty 
reaches  in  this  country,  but  it  taught 
metodealwithpeopleonapersonal 
level  who  hadn't  been  given  the 
breaks  I  had.  Going  to  school  at  a 
place  like  Hampshire  would  not 
haveallowedmetoexperiencethis. 

Don't  get  me  wrong,  (here  are 


times  thatlwishlcouldlookoutmy 
room  window  and  see  horses 
gallavanting  to  and  fro,  but  that's 
not  the  real  world.  Unfortunately, 
and lifeisoften  unfortunate,  the  real 
world  in  the  20th  Century  America 
is  all  around  us.  Education  majors: 
look  aroundatthelittlekids  running 
the  streets-these  are  your  future  pu- 
pils that  you  must  be  able  to  relate 
to!  Marketing  majors:  these  people 
are  forming  a  very  large  demo- 
graphic that  you  will  have  to  learn  to 
approach!  Nursing  majors:  best 
brush  up  on  trauma  techniques! 

We  are  surrounded  by  anec- 
dotes. We  must  learn  from  them,  or 
we  will  be  doomed  to  perpetuate 
their  legacy. 

Amazingly  enough,  we  have  the 
upper  hand  here  at  FSC.  We  have 
some  phenomenal  teachers  that 
prod  us  to  think  inside  their  class- 
rooms, and  outside  we  have  a 
neighborhood  that  forces  us  to 
think. 

So  next  time  someone  cuts  you 
down  for  living  where  you  do,  re- 
mind them  that  these  neighbor- 
hoods and  the  people  that  inhabit 
them  represent  a  very  real  aspect  of 
our  society,  and  unless  we  work  to 
understand  them,  they  will  get  big- 
ger. 

This  article  is  from  issue  #9, 
November  25, 1992 


Why  Socrates  wouldn't  attend  ESC 


by  Heather  McMorrow 
Contributing  writer 


College  has  lost  it's  original  pur- 
pose. 

The  Greek  philosopher  Socrates 
established  "college"  as  simply  an 
informal  way  of  sharing  and  debat- 
ing ideas. 

Debating  is  the  key  word  here. 
Modem  society  has  lost  (he  ability 
to  do  this,  and  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege is  no  exception.  Oh,  Greek  is 
still  part  of  college  society,  in  a 
much  different  sense  and  Fitchburg 
didn't  earn  it's  reputation  for  noth- 
ing. Which  is  much  of  the  problem. 
Cares  are  more  for  the  God  of  the 
Keg  than  that  of  Wisdom. 

This  was  utterly  apparent  at  the 
John  Frolinmayer  lecture  on  Sep- 
tember 30. 

If  classes  had  not  been  required 
to  attend,  the  hall  would  nearly  have 
been  empty.  The  encouragemen t  of 


discussion  was  met  with  a  discus- 
sion between  three  people  and  Mr. 
Frohnmayer.  Either  people  where 
afraid  to  express  their  opinions  or 
they  simply  didn't  have  one. 

The  point  was  well  made  and 
the  reason  exemplified  during  the 
discussioiKsomeartistsshocksim- 
ply  to  encourage  people  to  think 
and  have  opinions. 

Artists  such  as  Serano  with  his 
Piss  Christ  ,  a  photograph  of  a 
cheap  cross  immersed  in  a  jar  of 
urine,  or  Mapplethorpe'sThe  Man 
in  the  Polyester  Suit  a  photograph 
of  a  man  with  his  suit  pants  un- 
zipped and  his  penis  in  clear  view, 
use  art  to  shock.  Performers  like 
Madonna  work  in  the  same  "suc- 
cess through  shock"  manner  and 
have  done  so  very  well. 

Maybe  it  is  the  fear  of  friend's 
persecution  or  challenge  that  pre- 
vents people  from  voicing  their 
thoughts.  Since  it's  not  unreason- 
able to  say  that  someone  might  get 


leased,  threatened  or  assaulted  for 
an  opinion  orbelief,  the  art  of  appre- 
ciating another's  opinion  is  in  need 
of  resurrection.  Or  maybe  it  is  that 
people  just  don't  care  about  any- 
thing except  beer. 

This  is  college,  and  beer  is  part  of 
it.  But  the  primary  reason,  why 
someone  is  paying  $6,000  a  year; 
the  thing  that  was  once  denied  all 
African  Americans,  all  women  and 
any  other  person  who  was  not  a 
rich,  white  male,  the  chance  to  be 
educated  and  become  successful  as 
a  person  and  in  a  career. 

Relying  on  the  acceptance  of 
"friends"  or  persecuting  others  for 
an  opposing  view  isan  ignorantand 
immature  act  Through  listening 
and  talking,  new  ideas  can  be 
formed  and  educated  opinions 
made  and  the  original  purpose  of 
"college"  brought  back. 


This  article  is  from  issue  #4, 
October  21, 1992 


Keep  the  past 
in  perspective 


by  Michael  Digris 
Staff  writer 

It  is  now  one  full  year  after  the  United  States' 
and  United  Nations'  victory  in  Operation  Desert 
Storm.  We  are  to  believe  that  with  time  comes 
perspective.  A  person' s  hindsight  is  said  to  be  20/ 
20.  These  adages  are  perceived  to  bet  rue  in  our 
culture.  However,  in  the  case  of  Operation  Desert  Storm,  our  objectivity 
as  a  nation  was,  and  continues  to  be,  clouded  to  say  the  very  least 

The  bandwagon  adorned  with  yellow  ribbons  rolled  around  about 
thirteen  months  ago.  We  wanted  to  "Bomb  Iraq"  and  boy,  did  we.  Our 
public  hated  Iraq,  its  people  and  its  leader,  to  whom  we  had  been  selling 
arms  and  munitions  for  nearly  adecade.  So  we  unleashed  our  arsenals  and 
stockpiles  of  weaponry  on  this  Persian  Gulf  nation.  Why?  Because  of 
human  right  abuses?  No,  it  would  have  been  nice  to  have  been  that  pure 
of  thought  and  intent  but  it  certainly  was  not  the  case.  We  fought  this  war 
for  oil  as  we  were  financially  driven  to  devastate  Iraq. 

Please  do  not  mistake  my  criticisms  for  postwar,  anti-war  rhetoric  as  my 
feelings  are  far  from  that  Many  people  fail  to  realize  that  our  own  civil  war 
was  waged  for  reasons  of  a  largely  economic  nature.  Perhaps  this  is 
because,  at  that  time,  we  had  not  automobiles  on  which  to  put  our  "NO 
BLOOD  FOR  COTTON"  and  "NO  BLOOD  FOR  RAILROADS" 
bumper  stickers.  My  criticisms  are  aimed  towards  those  people  who 
continue  refusing  to  see  this  war  for  what  it  was:  a  war  for  oil. 

Saddam  Hussein  continues  his  reign  in  blood  over  the  parking  lot  that 
is  now  the  nation  of  Iraq.  The  Kuwaiti  royal  family  are  back  on  their 
respective  thrones  and  continually  practice  their  own  daily  human  rights 
abuses  which  remain  for  the  most  part,  unknown  and  unreported  to  this 
nation's  public. 

We  have  to  look  past  the  tattered  yellow  ribbons  and  around  the  blind 
patriotism  and  then  ask  ourselves,  if  we  were  out  to  bring  a  halt  to  these 
violations  of  civil  liberties  exclusively,  then  why  does  the  despotic  tyrant 
Saddam  continue  to  rule?  Also,  why  was  there  a  Kuwaiti  New  Year's 
Celebration  this  past  year  where  hundreds  of  homosexuals  being  stoned 
to  death  saved  as  the  main  attraction?  This  is  the  kind  of  "democracy"  that 
we  fought  to  liberate?  At  least  it  costs  less  to  fill  your  tank,  right? 

If  you  haven't  jumped  off  die  bandwagon  to  take  a  look  around  yet 
please  do.  It  is  in  our  best  interests  to  provide  ourselves  and  future 
generations  with  a  clear  perspective  as  to  what  happened  in  the  gulf  last 
year,  and  most  importantly,  why  it  happened. 


This  article  is  from  issue  #2,  February  19, 1992 


An  uncommon 
public  college? 


by  Sean  Kenneally 
Contributing  writer 

We  started  out  as  Fitchburg  Nor- 
mal School,  and  now  we're  an  un- 
common public  college.  Wheredid 
we  go  wrong?  Did  we  go  too  far 
right? 

Recently  I've  noticed  we  con- 
centrate all  of  our  energy  in  such  a 
disjointed  direction  that  nothing  is 
accomplished.  The  Strobe  dedi- 
cated half  its  opinion  page  to  an 
article  on  environmental  activism, 
but  in  the  same  week  increases  its 
circulation  by  more  than  a  thousand 
unrecyclable  papers.  Why?  Not 
because  there  are  more  readers,  but 
because  we  have  to  accommodate 
the  new  fancy  Strobe  circulation 
racks. 

On  the  same  page  MSCA  presi- 
dent John  Burke  and  Editor-in- 
Chief  Tim  Kane  debate  the  under- 
paid department  chairperson  di- 


lemma 

Meanwhile  the  college  lays  off 
student  escorts,  only  to  have  our 
students  stabbed  in  front  of  Campus 
Variety. 

Ironically,  we  continue  to  shout 
about  "townie  violence",  and  no 
one  lias  the  guts  to  condemn  our 
very  own  student  violence.  I  Think 
we  all  Know  specifically  who  I'm 
talking  about 

The  Barnes  and  Noble  organiza- 
tion feels  perfectly  at  ease  buying 
your  mint  condition  30  dollar  book 
for  two  dollars  and  wonders  why 
they  liave  a  problem  with  theft 

Respect  for  women  on  campus  is 
as  easy  to  find  as  a  stegosaurus,  but 
Neanderthals  remain  the  majority. 
The  worst  thing  is  tliere's  nothing 
uncommon  about  this  at  all. 


This  article  is  from  issue  #5, 
March  11, 1992 
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Karamazovs  juggle  the  hearts  of  Weston  crowd 


The  Flying  Karamazov  Brothers 


by  Dan  McDerniott 
Strobe  staff 

The  Flying  Karamazov  Broth- 
ers stunned  a  near  capacity  crowd 
in  their  October  27  performance  at 


Weston  Auditorium,  sponsored 
by  the  Programs  Committee. 

The  Karamazov  Brothers,  also 
known  as  Ivan  (Howard  Jay 
Patterson),  Dmitri  (Paul  David 
Magid),  Smerdyakov  (Sam  Wil- 


The '  'happy  happy  joy  joy' '  of 
Ren  and  Stimpy 


by  Doug  Ostlund 
Contributing  writer 

John  Kricfalusi,  the  creator  of  the 
animated  series  'The  Ren  and 
Stimpy  Show"  has  stumbled  upon 
something  big.  The  show  is  a  certi- 
fied runaway  hit  among  the  under- 
30  audience,  and  is  rapidly  gaining 
more  and  more  viewers  as  well  as 
momentum. 

There's  a  hypnotic  allure  to  the 
series,  with  its  inventive,  original 
scripts,  painstaking  animation,  and 
unique  blend  of  violence  and  bath- 
room humor. 

The  show  made  its  inaugural 
appearance  on  Nickelodeon  last 
year,  and  instantly  attracted  a  tre- 
mendous cult  following  on  college 
campuses  across  the  U.S.A. 
Twentysomethings  relish  the  nos- 
talgicfeeltotheshowwithitsspoofs 
on  "Wild  Kingdom"  and  frequent 
allusions  to  "Star  Trek"  and  "Frac- 
tured Fairy  Tales"  bom  the  "Rocky 
and  Bullwinkle".  Also, 
Kricafalusi's  penchance  for 
stretching  the  limits  of  rudeness  is  a 
plus,  and  surely  must  baffle  censors 
at  times  over  what  to  do. 


The  animation  is  the  strongest 
facet  the  show  has  going  for  it  Alot 
of  blood,  sweat  and  tears  go  into  the 
animation  process,  and  it  shows. 
"Ren  and  Stimpy"  lives,  breaths, 
and  jumps  out  at  audiences.  The 
competition,  such  as  "Beetlejuice", 
"The  Muppet  Babies"  and  'Teen- 
age Mutant  Ninja  Turtles",  is  flat, 
static,  and  lifeless  in  comparison. 
They  all  look  like  mass-produced 
Japanese  animation,  devoid  of  any 
life  and  pale  in  comparison.  The 
networks  already  have  enough  half 
an  hour  commercials;  they  cer- 
tainly don' t  need  more. 

"Ren  and  Stimpy"  is  refreshing 
because  it  goes  against  the  grain  of 
what's  acceptable.  Make  no  mis- 
take. The  show  can  be  gross,  dis- 
gusting, and  at  times  bordering  on 
sadistic  and  psychotic.  But  that's 
why  ithas  caught  on  the  way  ithas. 
It's  an  energizing  change,  and  a 
welcomed  one  for  this  TV  viewer. 
It's  good  to  know  that  someone  is 
still  keeping  Big  Brother  on  its  toes. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #4, 
October  21, 1992 


Hams)  and  Rakitin  (Michael 
Preston),  perfected  an  integrated 
display  of  juggling  prowess  and 
vaudeville  comedy.  Ihe  opening 
sequencer  'simple'  juggling  rou- 
tine involving  bowling  pins  and 
deadpan  one-liners,  paled  in  com- 
parison to  the  routines  that  were  to 
follow. 

The  juggling  routines  and 
comedy  skits  were  broken  up  by 
the  introduction  of  the  "terror  ob- 
jects," an  assortmentof  nine  pecu- 
liar items  that  would  comprise  the 
grand  finale.  They  consisted  of  a 
cleaver,  a  frying  pan,  a  ukulele,  a 
saltshaker,  an  egg,  a  torch,  a  wet 
fish,  a  cube  of  dry  ice,  and  a  bottle 
of  champagne.  Until  the  lime  for 
the  grand  finale  arrived, however, 
the  Weston  audience  was  well 
entertained. 

The  highlight  of  the  show  was 
"The  Gamble",  one  of  several  au- 
dience participation  routines. 
Spectators  are  encouraged  to  con- 


tribute any  object  weighing  more 
than  an  ounce  and  less  than  ten 
pounds.  Also,  the  objects  must  be 
no  bigger  than  a  breadbox. 
From  the  objects  contributed,  the 
audience  will  choose  three,  by  ap- 
plause, that  the  Karamazov's 
champ,  Ivan,  must  juggle. 

Rejected  items  included  a  foot- 
ball, a  can  of  antifreeze,  and  a 
baseball  mitt.  The  approved 
items?  Much  to  Ivan's  chagrin, 
they  were  a  slinky,  a  can  of  paint, 
and  a  bagel  coated  in  cream 
cheese.  If  Ivan  can  maintain  a  jug- 
gling pace  for  ten  seconds,  he  re- 
ceives a  standing  ovation;  if  he 
cannot,  he  receives  a  'vaudeville 
performer '  s  greatest  insul  U  a  pie  in 
the  face. 

The  champ  was  allowed  three 
modifications  to  the  chosen  items, 
but  they  availed  him  not;  Ivan 
could  only  maintain  a  count  of  six, 
and  accepted  his  pie  with  dignity. 
Other  notable  routines  of  the 


Karamazov's  routine  included  a 
clever  combination  of  tap  danc- 
ing and  juggling,  a  display  of 
musical  juggling,  and  an  impres- 
sive juggling  performance  under 
a  strobe  light  effect  The  funniest 
juggling  sketch  revolved  around 
a  filmmaking  skit,  with  a  'lucky' 
member  of  the  audience  chosen 
to  play  innocent  bystander  as  the 
Karamazovs  tossed  razor  sharp 
swords  to  and  fro. 

The  show  was  written,  di- 
rected, and  produced  by  the  Fly- 
ing Karamazov  Brothers,  with 
help  from  their  touring  crew;  Pe- 
ter Dansky,  Doug  Nelson,  and 
Andrew  Cormier.  The  show  was 
sponsored  by  Programs  Com- 
mittee as  part  of  Fitchburg  State 
College's  Performing  Art's  Se- 
ries. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #6 
November  4, 1992 


FSC  band  shines  at  festival  performance 


TheCollegiate  Band  Festival  was  well-attended  and  well-performed 


or  colleges  which  have  small  bands, 
50  pieces  or  less. 

There  was  a  diverse  mixture  of 
participants  in  this  year's  festival,  but 
FSC  was  not  overshadowed  by  the 
other  talented  bands.  Patterson  said 
that  the  FSC  band  played  well  and  the 
other  school  bands  were  also  success- 
ful. 

"I  was  not  disappointed  in  any 
band  I  heard,"  Patterson  said.  He 
added  that  "each  had  their  high 
point." 

Patterson  is  the  director  of  the  FSC 
band,  the  Jazz  Ensemble,  and  Chorus 
as  well.  Heexplains  that  the bandonly 
rehearses  one  night  a  week  for  two 
hours,  averaging  about  ten  rehearsals 
a  semester.  Although  that  is  not  a  lot 
of  time  to  prepare  for  a  performance 
like  the  IntercollegiateBandFestival, 
the  FSC  band  sounded  sensational 
under  Patterson's  direction. 

The  FSC  band's  selections  in- 


by  Tara  Kerrigan 
Staff  writer 

The  humanities  department  pre- 
sented Fitchburg  State  College's  an- 
nual Intercollegiate  Band  Festival  on 
November  4.  The  festival  featured 
bands  from  Tufts  University, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Northeastern  University,  and 
Westfield  State  College  as  well  as  our 
own  FSC  band. 

Fitchburg  State  has  been  hosting 
an  Intercollegiate  Band  Festival  for 
approximately  20  years.  Dr.  Frank 
Patterson  is  the  proud  founder  of  this 
event.  According  to  Patterson,  the 
festival  started  as  an  exchange  con- 
cert with  Salem  State  College.  The 
following  year,  more  state  colleges 
were  added  to  the  bill,  but  the  invita- 
tion was  only  for  state  colleges.  Pres- 
ently, the  qualifications  to  participate 
have  been  reduced  to  small  colleges 


eluded  "The  Hermitage"  by  Clifton 
Williams,  "The  Marriage  of  Figaro 
Overture"  by  W.  A.  Mozart,  and 
"The  Symphonic  Marches"  by  John 
Williams. 

Dr.  Patterson  explained  that  there 
is  a  certain  process  in  selecting  the 
music  that  the  band  plays.  He  is 
constantly  listening  for  new  material 
whether  it  be  at  a  convention,  at  a 
conceit,  or  simply  on  his  own. 

Patterson  also  takes  into  consid- 
eration how  many  people  are  cur- 
rently participating  in  the  band,  what 
instruments  he  has  to  work  with,  and 
what  level  of  talent  his  players  pos- 
sess. Patterson  then  asks  himself 
what  the  student  can  learn  form  the 
piece  musically,  if  the  piece  is  chal- 
lenging technically,  and  if  the  audi- 
ence will  find  the  music  appealing. 

There  was  an  unusually  large  au- 
dience turn  out  at  this  year's  festival, 
an  estimated  200  people  in  atten- 
dance. He  is  optimistic  that  tlie  Win- 
ter Concert  on  December  9  will  at- 
tract as  large  an  audience. 

Patterson  emphasized  his  appre- 
ciation for  the  students  from  his  Ait 
of  Music  class  who  helped  make  the 
festival  possible.  These  students 
worked  backstage,  served  as  ushers, 
and  sold  tickets  out  front. 

"We  couldn't  have  done  it  with- 
out them,"  he  said. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #8, 
November  18, 1992 


SAVE  delivers  powerful  message  on  HIV/AIDS  day 

tim  of  a  violent  encounter  should  be 
treated  immediately  and  be  tested  for 
sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

'It  is  important  now  more  than  ever 
that  the  college  community  as  well  as 
others  be  educated  and  aware  of  the 
facts,"  said  Jennifer  Shaw,  president 
of  SAVE.  "Through  preventative  edu- 
cation and  awareness,  SAVE  would 
like  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  numberof 
violent  encounters."  Shaw  also  adds 
that  this  will  also  reduce  the  number  of 
people  infected  with  the  HTV  virus  or 
AIDS. 

SAVE  tried  to  get  these  points 
across  in  the  play.  Though  die  acting 
was  on  the  mediocre  side  and  the  props 
were  less  than  imaginative,  the  mes- 
sage was  clear.  Acquaintance  rape 
may  lead  to  the  transmission  of  the 
deadly  HTV  vims. 


by  Kristi  Widberg 
Strobe  staff 

Despite  only  a  week  of  preparation 
and  virtually  no  rehearsal,  members  of 
S.A.V.E.  (Students  Against  Violent 
Encounters)  pulled  off  a  shaky  but 
effective  performance  of  the  play 
"Thursday  Night  at  Fitchburg"  for 
Fitchburg  State  College's  HTV/AIDS 
Awareness  Day  on  October  15. 

The  play  centered  around  acquain- 
tance rape  on  the  college  campus.  Es- 
sentially, two  roommates  attend  an  off 
campus  party  together.  Cindi,  played 
by  Christie  Craigie,  promises  her 
roommate  Cindi,  portrayed  by  Julie- 
Marie  Brown,  that  she  won't  leave  the 
party  without  her.  Tom  Lundstrom,  as 
John,  finally  persuades  Cindi  to  leave 
the  party  with  him  and  Michelle  is  left 
on  her  own. 

Dave,  a  fellow  partygoer,  is  played 
by  Scott  Gleason.  He  offers  to  walk 


Michelle  home  and  Michelle  reluc- 
tantly accepts.  Once  at  her  room,  Mich- 
elle hies  to  withdraw  after  thanking 
Dave  for  walking  her  back,  but  Dave 
forces  himself  inside  and  the  scene  ends 
as  Dave  rapes  the  screaming  Michelle. 
Friends  notice  the  startling  differ- 
ences in  Michelle's  appearance  and 
behavior.  Michelle  doesn '  t  bother  to  do 
her  hairor  dress  well.  She's  irritable  and 
angry.  She  spends  most  of  her  time  in 
her  room  and  flips  out  when  her  friend 
John  touches  her. 

The  play  concludes  when 
Michelle's  friends  help  her  realize  that 
she  shouldn't  feel  guilty  for  being 
raped.  "You'  ve  beenraped,"  one  friend 
says.  "That's  not  your  fault" 

"Thursday  Night  at  Fitchburg"  tried 
to  emphasize  the  health  risks  that  are 
involved  in  acquaintance  rape  as  well 
as  all  violent  encounters.  HTV/AIDS 
may  be  involved  in  all  types  of  violent 
encounters.  SAVE  stresses  that  the  vic- 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #5, 
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Amouncements 

Important  meeting  for  all  potential  student  teachers  for  Fall 
1993  -  March  10at3:30p.m.  atMcKay  Auditorium.  ForMay 
Education  graduates  who  need  information  for  certification 
processing  and  procedures:  meeting  March  22  at  3:30  p.m.  at 
McKay  Auditorium.  Any  further  question  s  please  call 
extension  3239. 

Volunteers  needed  at  Rape  Crisis  Program  of  Worcester.  No 
previousexperiencenecessaiy,acompiTehensiveuainingwill 
be  conducted  beginning  on  March  1 1 .  For  more  info,  contact 
Barbara  Zabounidis  at  79 1  -9546. 


Anyone  interested  in  joining  Overeaters  Anonymous,  please 
call  617-641-2303. 

The  Massachusetts  Construction  Advancement  Program  is 
offering  scholarship  aid  to  sophomores  and  juniors  enrolled 
in  full-time  civil  engineering,  constrution  and  construction 
management  programs.  Applications  have  been  distributed 
to  these  departments  at  Massachusetts  colleges.  Additional 
application  forms  are  available  from  the  MCAP  office,  888 
Worcester  Sl  ,  WeUesley,  MA  02181-3708.  Completed 
applications  and  transcipts  of  grades  must  be  returned  to 
MCAP  by  April  1. 

St  Vincent  Hospital  is  sponsoring  a  free  Health  Fail-  and 
Forum,  open  to  the  general  public  on  the  issues  of  AIDS  and 
substance  abuse.  The  program  will  be  held  on  Februaiy  10 
with  two  sessions:  1 :30  to  4:00  p.m.  and  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  in 
the  hospital  amphitheater.  For  more  info,  call  798-6123. 

The  FSC  Nursing  Honors  Society  will  celebrate  "Blacks  in 
Nursing"  with  a  program  featuring  guest  speaker  Elizabeth 
Carnegie  on  February  10  at  6:00  p.m.  at  the  Cambridge 
Marriott.  For  more  info,  call  345-2151  ext  3221. 

The  Intemationl  Artists  Series  presents  the  Leipaig  Chamber 
Orchestra  in  its  North  American  Debut  Tour  on  Friday, 
February  26  at  8:00  p.m.  in  Mechanics  Hall,  321  Main  SL, 
Worcester,  MA.  Tickets  are  available  from  the  International 
Artists  Series  508-75-MUSIC. 

Campus  video/filmmakers  -  regardless  of  their  majors  -  are 
invited  to  enter  the  Christophers  Video  Contest  For  College 
Students  by  the  deadline  Friday,  June  1 1 ,  1993.  Enuies  must 
be  five  minutes  or  under  in  length  and  express  the  theme:  ONE 
PERSON  CAN  MAKE  THE  DIFFERENCE.  Cash  prizes 
are  available.Projects  can  be  created  on  either  film  or  video 
tape  but  must  be  submitted  on  VHS  or  three-quarter  inch 
cassette  only  and  a  completed  offical  intry  form  must 
accompnay  each  submission.  Forms  are  available  from 
college  Mass  Media  and  Communications  departments  and 
fromTheChristpphers,  12East48thSL,NY,NY  10017,212- 
759-4050. 

Counseling  Services  has  the  following  schedule  for  the 
Spring  1993  semester.  Monday-  Sr.  Support  Group  in  G05, 
3:30-5:00.  Leader -Kevin. 

Monday-  ACOA  (closed)  callX3 1 52  for  location,  3:30-5:00. 
Leaders-  Kathy  and  Holly. 

Tuesday-Past  Sexual  Trauma,  Counseling  Services,  3:30- 
5:00,  Leader  -Maureen. 

Wednesday-ACOA  (open)  B26  &  27,  Leaders  Holly  & 
Mauieen,  3:30-5:00. 

Wednesday-Relationships  in  B16,  3:30-5:00,  Leader- 
Kevin. 

Thursday- Women's  Group  in  B26  &  27,  Leader-Kathy, 
3:30-5:00. 
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Kingdom 


By  Anthony  Rubino,  Jr. 


"Tike  my  wife-.  Please!"— Manny  Youagman 


Mr.  College  answers  real  live  questions!  Where's  yours?! 

Q.  Dear  Mr.  Collese:  Is  there  a  Mrs.  Collese? — Single  and  Desperate,  Brooklyn,  N.Y 
A.  Dear  Single:  There  VMS  a  Mrs.  College.  She  left  me.  But  HEY,  I'm  not 
bitter.  And  you  shouldn't  feel  desperate  either.  Someday  you'll  meet 
someone,  fall  in  love  and  live  the  rest  of  your  lives  together...  at  least 
that's  what  you'll  THINKI  Then  one  day  you'll  come  home  a  little  early  and 
find  that  person  doing  UNGODLY  things  with  the  PAPER  BOY,  THE 
FEDERAL  EXPRESSMAN,  AND  A  CAN  OF  CHEESE  WHIZ  (the  big  42  oz. 
container,  not  the  little  size  either)  SO  YOU  STAND  THERE  STARING  IN 
DISBELIEF!  I  THEN,  FINALLY  AFTER  WHAT  SEEMS  LIKE  AN  ETERNITY,  YOU 
THRUST  YOUR  BURNING  TEAR  STREAKED  FACE  SKYWARD  AND  SCREAM; 
"WHY?!  WHY?!  WH..."Uh...  ehem.  Urn  The  answer  to  your  question  is:  no. 

Q.  Dear  Mr.  College:  Hearing  that  you  are  an  expert  on  those  so-groovy  nine 
(The  Brady  Bunch),  I  feel  compelled  to  ask  you  why  the  Brady  kids  never 
played  in  the  front  yard? — Dave  H.,  College  Station,  Texas 
A.  Dear  Dave:  You've  come  to  the  right  place.  I  am  one  of  the 
country's  foremost  Bradyists.  The  Brady  kids  didn't  play  in  the, 
front  yard  in  honor  of  their  little  known  deceased  sibling, 
Shemp  Brady,  who  was  buried  there  after  being  killed  in  a 
freak  lava  lamp  explosion.  I  maintain  that  the  other  Brady 
children  murdered  Shemp  because  they  were  jealous  of 
his  superior  grooviness.  But  I  can't  prove  anything. 

Q.  Dear  Mr.  College:  Exactly  what  purpose  does  the  flexible 
bone-like  substance  whic1!  makes  up  the  majority  of  our  outer 
ear  serve? — Bob,  Denver,  CO 

A.  Dear  Bob:  You  need  to  write  to  "Ask  Mr.  CARTILAGE-. 
This  is  "Ask  Mr.  COLLEGE".  I  get  his  maU  all  the  time. 


KEY!  Get  your  question  answered  by  Mr.  College! 

Send  questions,  comments,  and  sobs  of  money  to: 
Mr.  Collese  •  P.O.  Box  431  •  Gaithersburg  MD  •  20884-0431 


)  Anthony  Rubino,  Jr.,  1993      DistnButed  by  Tribune  Media  Services 


Distributed  by  Tribune  Media  Services 
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Debby  Waters  of  the  Fitchburg  State  field  hockey  team  in  a  game  against  Assumption  College.  The  team's 
MASCAC  standing  for  the  season  was  4-1  (conf.)  and  6-10-1  (overall). 

Theriault  awarded  for  accomplishment 


Sports  Information  Director  (L)  presents  athlete  Kris  Theriault  with  award. 


by  Eric  Saczawa 
Strobe  staff 

Sophomore  star  athlete  Kris 
Theriault  was  recently  honored  for 
his  outstanding  accomplishment 
on  the  track  and  field  team  last 
spring.  Theriault  was  presented 
with  aplaque  that  honored  a  title  he 
earned  at  the  All-Divisional  meet  at 
Northeastern,  when  he  was  a  fresh- 
man: he  was  named  meet  MVP. 
Theriault  won  the  award  for  his 


performance  as  a  javelin  thrower. 
He  took  first  place  at  the  meet,  by 
hurling  the  jav  221'  3",  the  New 
England  meet  record  for  last  year. 
His  accomplishment  is  especially 
impressive  because  hedid  itagainst 
schools  from  all  three  divisions. 
FSC  is  in  the  lowest  division  of  the 
Uiree,  so  he  beat  "the  big  boys." 

"I'd  like  to  thank  Coach 
Sheehan  for  all  the  encouragement 
and  advice,"  said  Theriault. 
"Thanks  also  to  Eric  Lammi  for  the 


help  on  training,  and  Heather 
Murphy  for  transportation  to  the 
meets!" 

The  school  record  is  about  228' . 
Theriault  is  only  a  sophomore.  Ai 
the  rale  he's  improving,  he's  likely 
to  outdistance  the  school  record 
soon. 

"As  soon  as  football  is  over,  Kris 
is  out  there  training  for  the  Hack 
season,"  said  coach  Jim  Sheehan. 
"He  still  has  an  unlocked  potential, 
loo.  There  is  room  for  improve- 
ment as  he  works  on  his  technique. 

Theriault's  greatest  advantage  is 
his  natural  athletic  ability.  "With 
his  speed,  strength,  and  agility,  I 
think  I  could  make  him  into  an  All- 
American  weight  thrower  as  well," 
said  Sheehan. 

Ilieriaull  made  an  outstanding 
accomplishment  the  same  week  for 
the  football  team.  He  broke  his  own 
school  record  as  a  punier,  with  a  72 
yard  boot.  Iliis  beat  a  record  he  set 
just  two  weeks  before,  of  7 1 . 

Theriault  is  from  Chicopee. 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #5, 
October  28,1992 


Hungry  for  the  ball '     •••-•  • ' 


by  Dave  Marsh 

Sports  Information  Director 

They  are  not  especially  tall,  nor 
are  they  phenomenal  leapers.  How- 
ever, they  do  share  a  ravenous  appe- 
tite for  the  ball.  Each  game  they  set 
out  to  devour  every  missed  shot  that 
happens  to  clang  off  the  rim 

This  common  appetite  belongs  to 
Fitchburg  State  College's  Malane 
Perry  and  Jeff  Black.  These  Falcon 
athletes  bear  an  uncommon  distinc- 
tion -  they  both  lead  the  nation  in 
rebounding. 

Perry  tops  all  women  Division  DI 
college  basketball  with  a  whopping 
19.6  boards  an  outing. 

Both  Perry  and  Black  agree  on 
what  the  secret  is  in  their  rebounding 
success:  desire. 

"I  don't  think  I  box  out  exception- 
ally well,"  explained  Perry,  "but 
when  the  ball  is  coming  down,  you 
have  to  go  after  it  A  lot  of  times  I  feel 
I  am  going  to  get  it  and  the  other 
player  is  not." 

Black  has  a  similar  theoiy  on  his 
success:  "You  have  to  have  the 
desire.  When  the  shot  goes  up,  I  have 
a  feel  for  where  the  ball  will  end  up, 
so  I  just  go  after  it" 

Perry,  a  native  of  Orange,  came  to 
Fitchburg  State  after  a  brilliant  two- 
year  stint  at  Greenfield  Community 
College,  where  she  scored  1377  ca- 
reer points  and  hauled  down  740 
rebounds.  Last  year  she  was  second 
in  the  country  in  both  categories  in 


the  junior  college  ranks. 

Perry  is  pleased  with  her  decision 
to  attend  Fitchburg  State  this  year.  "I 
had  some  scholarship  offers  from 
Division  II  schools,  but  Fitchburg 
had  the  best  Special  Education  pro- 
gram for  me,"  noted  Perry. 

Perry  has  been  impressed  with  the 
Falcon  basketball  program  "All  the 
players  play  well  together,  and  I  re- 
ally like  the  coaches  (Head  Coach 
Steve  Forte  and  Assistant  Coach 
George  Martin).  Winning  is  fun,  of 
course,  but  you  can't  take  anything 
for  granted.  I  don't  rest  on  my  laurels 
because  there  is  always  someone 
better  who  will  go  right  past  me  if  I 
don't  keep  working  hard." 

After  watching  Perry  dominate  in 
the  early  contest,  Falcon  fans  can 
then  stay  and  watch  the  senior  Black 
do  the  same  in  the  men's  contest. 

Now  is  his  third  season  at 
Fitchburg  State,  Black  has  been  a 
rebounding  machine  since  transfer- 
ring from  Eastern  Connecticut  Slate. 
After  finisliing  sixth  nationally  as  a 
sophomore  with  12.1  rebounds  per 
game,  he  was  second  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  College  Athletic  Con- 
ference (MASCAC)  at  10.8  per 
game  a  year  ago. 

This  year,  however,  the 
Bellingham  native  has  gone  beyond 
all  expectations  with  his  ferocious 
approach  to  the  game.  He  has  tipped 
down  at  least  20  rebounds  in  seven 
games  en  route  to  his  current  1 6.9  per 
game  average,  the  most  important  of 


which  came  on  Saturday,  February  1 
at  North  Adams:  he  grabbed  his 
720th  career  rebound  on  lliis  day, 
shattering  Rob  Hill's  Falcon  career 
record. 

Like  his  comrade  Perry,  Black 
also  aoribules  liis  increased  numbers 
to  hard  work.  "This  is  my  last  season, 
so  I  really  wanted  to  do  well,"  said  Hie 
senior.  "I  worked  very  hard  over  the 
summer." 

The  desire  for  ihe  ball  has  trans- 
lated nol  only  into  personal  success 
for  Perry  and  Black,  but  victories  for 
Fitchburg  State  as  well:  Through  17 
games,  the  FSC  women  have 
chalked  up  a  12-5  mark  -  their  most 
wins  in  school  history,  meanwhile, 
the  men's  teamcurrently  stands  at  9- 
8  overall.  This  mark  is  especially 
impressive  considering  that  in  each 
of  the  last  two  seasons  the  Falcons 
won  just  six  games. 

So  -  Malane  Peiry  and  Jeff  Black, 
both  Ail-American  candidales,  will 
continue  lo  try  to  accomplish  what  no 
other  duo  from  the  same  school  has 
done  before  -lead  Division  111  in  both 
women's  and  men's  basketball  in 
rebounding. 

Tlie  Fitchburg  State  teams,  which 
are  both  on  the  rebound  this  season, 
hope  that  neither  lose  that  appetite: 
tlie  hunger  for  the  ball. 


Football 

coach 

retires 


by  Dave  Marsh 

Sport  Information  Director 

Fitchburg  State  head  football 
coach  Vin  Keough  announced  he 
is  retiring  from  coaching  Falcon 
football  effective  November  25. 

Keough,  who  has  been  coach- 
ing tlie  sport  since  1966,  is  giving 
up  tlie  Fitchburg  Slate  position  he 
took  over  in  1990. 

"Originally  I  had  intended  to 
stay  with  tlie  Fitchburg  State  pro- 
gram for  four  years,"  stated 
Keough.  "In  reviewing  the  current 
status  of  tlie  program,  though,  I  feel 
achangeisinorder.  Thereforelam 
retiring  from  coaching  a  year  ear- 
lier than  expected.  I  wish  only  the 
best  for  tlie  program  and  the  next 
coach." 

Keough  started  coaching  at 
Fitchburg  Stale  in  1989  when  he 
served  as  offensive  coordinator 
under  then  head  coach,  Dave 
Secino.  Secino  resigned  following 
that  season  and  was  succeeded  by 
Keough. 

In  1990  the  Falcons  finished  2- 
7,  followed  by  another  2-7  season 
in  1991.  Despite  the  record,  the 
1991  squad  was  probably  the  best 


Coach  Vin  Keough 

team  ever  fielded  by  Fitchburg 
Slate.  That  squad  set  nearly  every 
team  offensive  and  defensive 
record  with  relatively  few  seniors. 
Hopes  were  high  coming  into 
1992,  but  only  16  veterans  returned 
to  the  team,  leaving  Fitchburg  Stale 
dependenl  on  the  play  of  numerous 
freshmen.  Tlie  Falcons  finished 
this  season  at  0-9  and  were  shutout 
in  five  of  those  contests. 

Keough  is  most  noted  for  bring- 
ing tlie  Single  Wing  offense  to 
Fitchburg  State.  He  installed  the 
offense,  used  exclusively  by  only 
one  other  school  -  Denison  Univer- 
sity of  Ohio,  midway  through  the 
1990  season.  Fitchburg  Stale 
promptly  won  its  first  two  games 
using  the  Single  Wing.  Keough 
used  that  offense  tlirough  die  first 
two  games  of  the  1992  season, 
when  he  switched  offenses  to 
match  tlie  strengths  of  tlie  players. 

Keough  started  his  coaching  ca- 
reer in  1966  as  freshman  offensive 
linecoachatConiell.  Variousstops 
through  tlie  years  have  included 


This  article  Ls  fromlssue  #9, 
November  25,1992 


Moda's  future  going  downhill 


by  Dave  Marsh 

Sports  Information  Director 

Move  over  Hershel,  here  comes 
Moda! 

After  graduating  from 
Fitchburg  State  College  this  past 
spring,  All-American  track  star 
Jeff  Moda  (W.  Boxford,  MA) 
switched  gears  and  took  up  a  new 
sport  -  Bobsledding. 

No  sooner  had  he  started  the 
sport  when  he  found  himself  in 
Lake  Placid,  NY  trying  out  for  the 
U.S.  Bobsled  Team. 

After  just  three  months  of 
bobsledding,  Moda  received  word 
that  he  made  the  U.S.  Bobsled 
team! 

The  team  now  consists  of  eight 
four-man  teams.  These  eight  teams 
are  now  in  Calgary  training  and 
racing  ( on  snow  and  ice,  rather  than 
cement).  The  top  four  teams  will 
then  head  to  Europe  lo  compete  in 
the  World  Cup  circuit  and  the  Eu- 
rope circuit.  Eventually,  the  top 
two  teams  will  be  selected  to 
compete  in  the  1994  Olympics. 

Regardless  of  what  happens  in 
Calgary  or  Europe,  though,  Moda 
will  remain  a  member  of  the  U.S. 
Bobsled  Team. 

All  of  this  is  new  and  exciting 
andabitnervewrackingforModa. 
"I'm  very  excited  aboutmaking  the 


team,  but  a  little  nervous  too,"  said 
the  rookie  bobsledder.  "I  would 
really  like  to  make  it  ( one  the  top 
four  teams).  All  our  times  are  very 
close,  so  it  is  up  in  the  air  now." 

Whether  Moda's  sled  makes  it 
or  noUie  will  still  be  in  contention 
for  the  U.S.  Junior  team,  which 
consists  of  sledders  under  26  years 
of  age.  Tlie  Junior  Team  will  head 
to  Italy  to  compete  in  another  cir- 
cuit 

Moda  mad  the  squad  as  a 
breakman.  His  greatest  asset  is,  of 
course,  his  speed.  He  was  an  All- 
America  and  New  England 
Champion  sprinter  during  his  four 
year  career  atFitchburg  State.  He  is 
also  exceptionally  strong. 

The  question  that  pops  in  most 
observers'  minds  is,  why  bobsled- 
ding? Moda  explains  it  this  way: 
"When  I  was  sophomore  a 
(bobsled)  driver  saw  my  name  in 
the  paper  for  track  and  called  my 
coach  (FSC  track  coach  Jim 
Sheehan)  about  tlie  possibility  of 
me  trying  out  Coach  said  I  was  j  usl 
asophomore  and  would  not  be  able 
to  doit  Last  year  he  calledme  back. 
Really  Coach  Sheehan  was  the  key, 
because  he  encouraged  me  to  try 


This  article  Ls  from  Issue  #4, 
October  21,1 992 


This  article  is  from  Issue  #2 
February  19,1992 


SPORTS  QUOTE  OF  THE  YEAR 

"We  formed  a  real  sense  of  togetherness,  which  developed 
into  team  spirit.  About  fourteen  freshmen  played  a  sig- 
nificant amount  of  time,  getting  better  with  each  game.  The 
future  looks  bright."  Assistant  Football  Coach  Mike 
Woessner 


